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The War 


SUPPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS BY THE FRENCH IN NORTH AFRICA 


STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT INCLUDING DECLARATION BY ADMIRAL DARLAN 


{Released to the press by the White House December 16] 

Since November 8 the people of North Africa 
have accomplished much in support of the war 
effort of the United Nations, and in doing so 
have definitely allied themselves on the side of 
liberalism against all for which the Axis stands 
in government. I am informed in this connec- 
tion by General Eisenhower that Admiral Dar- 
lan has made the following declaration: 


“French Africa with the Allies must make 
the maximum military effort for the defeat of 
Germany and Italy. This will be accomplished 
by the unity of all citizens, regardless of their 
political or religious opinions, in an orderly and 
cohesive fashion. 

“At last liberated from German and Italian 
restrictions, the French authorities in Africa 
will adjust the situation which has existed in 
accordance with French national traditions. 
Once France and the French Empire is free 
from the Axis yoke, the French people them- 
selves will decide freely the form of govern- 
ment and national policy they desire. 

“In actual accomplishment the high commis- 
sioner has already granted full and complete 
amnesty to all against whom any action had 
been taken because of sympathy to the Allies. 
Certain of these have been given important 
posts in the High Commissariat. He has re- 
stored to their proper ranks and emoluments 
all Army officers who had been suspended from 
office because of rendering aid to the Allies. 
He is now organizing a body of representative 
private citizens to work with him in an advisory 
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and consultative capacity in carrying on official 
business. Prisoners and internees of the 
United Nations were promptly released and 
their travel to seaboard expedited. 

“The High Commissioner has begun the resto- 
ration of rights to those persons from whom 
these had previously been taken because of race. 
Measures have been taken to stop immediately 
whatever persecution of the Jews may have 
resulted from the laws passed in France under 
German pressure. His announced purpose is 
to give just treatment to all elements making up 
the complex North African population to the 
end that all can dwell and work together under 
laws insuring mutual tolerance and respect for 
rights. 

“There is little industrial development in 
North Africa and Vichy laws prejudicial to 
labor unions had little or no application and 
all reports show no serious problem here. Cen- 
sorship of the press and radio in which Allied 
authorities participate is only that which is 
necessary for the security of military operation. 

“On the practical military side, General 
Giraud has conducted the most active partici- 
pation of the Armed Forces of North and West 
Africa in the Allied war effort. Units of sub- 
stantial size under the leadership of General 
Giraud are fighting side by side with the United 
Nations in Tunisia against the Germans and 
Italians. All posts and airfield facilities in- 
cluding the services of officials and technicians 
have been made freely available for use by the 
Allies. North African shipping is already en- 
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tering the services of the Allied Nations. Rail- 
roads, motor trucks, communications, public and 
private buildings and everything that North 
Africa has to give have been freely offered to 
the Allied Forces, wherever a military need 
exists, 

“T have stated emphatically and repeatedly to 
the Commander in Chief, General Eisenhower, 
that in leading North and West Africa against 
Germany and Italy and into the ranks of the 
United Nations, I seek no assistance or support 
for any personal ambitions. I have announced 
that my sole purpose is to save French Africa, 
help free France and then retire to private life 
with a hope that the future leaders of France 
may be selected by the French people themselves 
and by no one else.” 


STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE 


[Released to the press December 17] 

At his press conference December 17, the Sec- 
retary of State was asked the following ques- 
tion by a correspondent: 


“Apart from Admiral Darlan’s statement, do 
you think that those French leaders who are 
eager to help us in bringing about the defeat of 
the Axis should now try to cooperate with one 
and another in the common effort ?” 


In reply the Secretary made the following 
statement : 


“I have had only one view with respect to the 
two central points in the international situation 
as they address themselves especially to the Al- 
lied nations, and that view applies universally 
and not to any one country or one people any 
more than another. The first central point is 
that every person in sympathy with the cause 
of the United Nations and every group of per- 
sons and every other one concerned should strive 
to unify their efforts in the support of the Allied 
military cause until final success. That is the 
supreme and the immediate question that ad- 
dresses itself to each and all of us alike in every 
part of the world. We need all the help we can 
get. 
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“With the victory won and freedom restored 
to those who have lost it or who are seeking it, 
there would then arise under point three of the 
Atlantic Charter the fullest opportunity for 
each people to select their leaders and their 
forms of government. These two central points 
of the world situation have been expressed here- 
tofore by myself and others.” 


For the possible assistance of correspondents, 
point three of the Atlantic Charter is quoted be- 
low: 


“Third, they respect the right of all peo- 
ples to choose the form of government under 
which they will live; and they wish to see 
sovereign rights and self-government restored 
to those who have been forcibly deprived of 
them.” 


ECONOMIC MISSION TO FRENCH NORTH 
AFRICA 


An economic mission has been sent to French 
North Africa to aid Robert Murphy, Chief 
Civil Affairs Officer on the staff of Lt. Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Office of War Infor- 
mation announced December 17. The mission, 
consisting of United States and United King- 
dom representatives already on the scene, will 
survey (1) French North African requirements 
for non-military supplies from the United 
States and other United Nations sources; and 
(2) production and supply of materials that 
may be made available from French North 
Africa for needs of the United States and other 
United Nations. 

Representatives from the United States in- 
clude Paul T. Culbertson, Assistant Chief, Divi- 
sion of European Affairs, Department of State; 
Donald Hiss, Chief, Division of Foreign Funds 
Control, Department of State; Morris S%. 
Rosenthal and Harold W. Starr, Board of Eco- 
nomic Warfare; Lloyd Cutler and Livingstone 
Short, Office of Lend-Lease Administration; 
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Josiah DuBois, Treasury Department; and 
Arnold A. Garthoff, Department of Agricul- 
ture. 


GERMAN POLICY OF EXTERMINATION 
OF THE JEWISH RACE 


{Released to the press December 17] 


The attention of the Belgian, Czechoslovak, 

Greek, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norwegian, 
Polish, Soviet, United Kingdom, United States, 
and Yugoslav Governments and also of the 
French National Committee has been drawn to 
numerous reports from Europe that the German 
authorities, not content with denying to persons 
of Jewish race in all the territories over which 
their barbarous rule has been extended the most 
elementary human rights, are now carrying into 
effect Hitler’s oft-repeated intention to extermi- 
nate the Jewish people in Europe. From all 
the occupied countries Jews are being trans- 
ported in conditions of appalling horror and 
brutality to eastern Europe. In Poland, which 
has been made the principal Nazi slaughter- 
house, the ghettos established by the German in- 
vader are being systematically emptied of all 
Jews except a few highly skilled workers re- 
quired for war industries. None of those taken 
away are ever heard of again. The able-bodied 
are slowly worked to death in labor camps. The 
infirm are left to die of exposure and starvation 
or are deliberately massacred in mass execu- 
tions. The number of victims of these bloody 
cruelties is reckoned in many hundreds of thou- 
sands of entirely innocent men, women, and 
children. 
’ The above-mentioned Governments and the 
French National Committee condemn in the 
strongest possible terms this bestial policy of 
cold-blooded extermination. They declare that 
such events can only strengthen the resolve of 
all freedom-loving peoples to overthrow the bar- 
barous Hitlerite tyranny. They reaffirm their 
solemn resolution to insure that those responsi- 
ble for these crimes shall not escape retribution 
and to press on with the necessary practical 
measures to this end. 
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DECLARATION OF WAR BY ETHIOPIA 
AGAINST THE AXIS POWERS 


[Released to the press December 17] 


The following telegram has been sent by the 
President of the United States to His Imperial 
Majesty Haile Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia: 


DeceMser 16, 1942. 

I have received Your Majesty’s message of 
December 11 informing me that on that day 
Your Majesty proclaimed that a state of war 
exists between the Government of Ethiopia and 
the Governments of Italy, Germany and Japan. 
By virtue of this historic declaration the first 
nation to be freed from the yoke of Axis op- 
pression has joined its forces with those of the 
United Nations in this great struggle to pre- 
serve the freedom of mankind. In accordance 
with Your Majesty’s wishes I am taking steps 
to make the issuance of this proclamation 
known to the Governments of Italy, Germany 
and Japan. 

As doubtless Your Majesty has learned, a few 
days ago I announced that I had found that the 
defense of Ethiopia is vital to the defense of the 
United States, thus rendering Your Majesty’s 
country eligible to receive Lend-Lease aid. 

I take this occasion to extend my best wishes 
for Your Majesty’s happiness and for the well- 
being of the people of Ethiopia. 

FRANKLIN D RoosEvett 








The Far East 

















OPENING OF RADIOPHOTO SERVICE 
WITH CHINA 


[Released to the press by the White House December 15] 


The President, in connection with the open- 
ing of radiophoto service between the United 
States and China, on December 15 sent a hand- 
written letter to Generalissimo Chiang Kai- 
shek, the text of which follows 


* Not printed. 
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My Dear GENERALISSIMO: 

The once vast distances between our two 
countries have been successively diminished by 
the steamship, the radio, the cable, the airplane, 
and now by this marvel of science which I am 
utilizing today. 

I take this unique chance to tell you how 
honored the people of this country, including 
Mrs. Roosevelt and myself, feel to have with us 
your charming and distinguished wife. 

Always sincerely yours, 
FRANKLIN D RoosEvett 


{Released to the press by the White House December 18] 


The President received from Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek on December 18 an answer to 
the handwritten message which he transmitted 
to the Generalissimo on December 15. Gen- 
eral Chiang’s message was dated Chungking 
and, like the message sent by the President, was 
transmitted by radiophoto service. The text 
follows: 


My Dear Present: 

Your handwritten letter transmitted by 
radiophoto is an immense source of joy to me. 
By this newest means of communication the 
march of science has brought us closer and 
closer together. May this be a symbol of the 
rapid progress of the United Nations’ war 
efforts and of the early realization of our com- 
mon war aims in advancing the cause of free- 
dom and equality in a world of peace, order and 
happiness. I am deeply appreciative of the 
warm welcome accorded Madame Chiang by 
you and Mrs. Roosevelt and by the American 
people. 

With cordial greetings, 

Very sincerely yours, 
Curane Kal-sHek 
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Cultural Relations ‘| 


METEOROLOGY COURSES FOR STUDENTS 
FROM OTHER AMERICAN REPUBLICS 


Training in meteorology is being offered by 
the United States Weather Bureau to students 
from all the American republics, and the initial 
courses will commence February 1, 1948 at 
Medellin, Colombia. Upon completion of a 
six months’ course at Medellin, it is planned to 
bring a number of the honor students to the 
United States for an additional year of more 
extensive training. 

Under plans developed by the Weather Bu- 
reau, the Department of State, the Office of the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, and the 
Defense Supplies Corporation, some 200 stu- 
dents will be trained. 

The training in the United States will con- 
sist of nine months’ study at one of the five major 
universities in this country specializing in 
meteorology: Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology; New York University; University of 
Chicago; California Technological Institute; 
and the University of California at Los An- 
geles. This study will be followed by assign- 
ment to two months’ active duty with the United 
States Weather Bureau. 














DISTINGUISHED VISITORS FROM OTHER 
AMERICAN REPUBLICS 
[Released to the press December 19] 

Dr. M. Ruiz Castafieda, official of the De- 
partment of Public Health of Mexico and pro- 
fessor of the National School of Medicine, will 
arrive in Washington on December 21 from 
New Orleans, where he has been lecturing at 
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Tulane University at the invitation of the head 
of the Department of Tropical Medicine. Dr. 
Ruiz Castafieda is visiting the United States 
asa guest of the Department of State and while 
in the National Capital plans to confer with 
authorities of the National Institute of Health. 
Later, he will probably visit leading research 
centers in the United States. 


[Released to the press December 19] 

Dr. Francisco Villagran, Director of the 
Preparatory School of the National University 
of Mexico, arrived in the United States on De- 
cember 14, as a guest of the Department of 
State, for a tour of university centers, prepara- 
tory schools, and research foundations in this 
country. Dr. Villagrén will observe especially 
the integration of biology into the American uni- 
versity system, with particular attention to pho- 
tography in this field, the relation of the 
American college student to faculty and ad- 
ministration, and the part that military train- 
ing plays in the modern university curriculum. 








The Department 




















THE UNITED STATES SECTION OF THE 
ANGLO-AMERICAN CARIBBEAN COM- 
MISSION 


[Released to the press December 19] 

The State Department has defined as follows 
the relation between the Anglo-American 
Caribbean Commission and the Caribbean Office 
of the Department of State. 

The Anglo-American Caribbean Commission 
has been set up by agreement between the Gov- 


‘Departmental Order 1117, of Dec. 14, 1942. 
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ernments of the United States and Great 
Britain.? The United States Section, of which 
Mr. Charles W. Taussig is chairman, is directly 
responsible to the President, paralleling a sim- 
ilar organization set up by and responsible to 
the British Government to handle matters 
relating to the Caribbean area. 

For reasons of administrative convenience, 
the United States Section of the Commission 
will be considered an integral unit of the 
Department. 

The Caribbean Office of the Department, 
headed by Mr. Coert duBois since its establish- 
ment by Departmental Order 984, of October 
9, 1941, in addition to such other duties as have 
already been specifically assigned or may here- 
after be directed by the Secretary or the Under 
Secretary of State, to whom this Office is 
directly responsible, shall serve as the Execu- 
tive Agency for the United States Section of 
the Anglo-American Caribbean Commission, 
the duties of which include the initiation and 
successful accomplishment of projects dealing 
with the public health and welfare of the pos- 
sessions and territories of the United States and 
Great Britain in the Caribbean area. The 
Caribbean Office in the discharge of its func- 
tion as Executive Agency will (1) furnish 
technical assistance on plans or projects worked 
up by the Commission, (2) maintain liaison 
jointly in behalf of the Department and the 
Commission with other offices of the Depart- 
ment and other departments and agencies of the 
Government concerned with common or related 
problems, and (3) keep the Commission appro- 
priately apprised of all developments in its 
field of activity, as well as of plans, projects, 
or procedures developed on its own initiative 
and of common interest. 


7Created Mar. 9, 1942. See BuLieTIN of Mar. 14, 
1942, p. 229. 














Treaty Information 








COMMERCE 


Reciprocal Trade Treaty Between Argentina 
And Venezuela 


The American Embassy at Buenos Aires re- 
ported by a despatch dated November 2, 1942 
that a reciprocal trade treaty between Argen- 
tina and Venezuela was signed on October 29, 
1942 at Buenos Aires. The treaty provides for 
reciprocal most-favored-nation treatment for 
the products of one country entering the other ; 
for treatment relating to foreign exchange; and 
for the treatment accorded to the citizens of one 
country in the other in matters of travel, com- 
merce, and legal status. No special internal 
taxes will be collected on the products of either 
country in the other country, and the goods of 
one country in transit through the other shall 
not be subject to transit taxes. The treaty will 
enter into force 30 days after the exchange of 
ratifications and will remain in force until ter- 
minated by either party on 6 months’ notice. 


Statement Concerning Commercial Relations 
Between Peru and Venezuela 


There is printed below a translation of a state- 
ment concerning commercial relations between 
Peru and Venezuela signed at Lima on Novem- 
ber 11, 1942, as transmitted to the Department 
by the American Embassy at Lima under date 
of November 138, 1942: 

“Tn Lima, on the eleventh day of the month 
of November, one thousand nine hundred forty- 
two, the undersigned, Dr. Alfredo Solf y Muro, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Peru, and Dr. 
Caracciolo Parra Pérez, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the United States of Venezuela, hav- 
ing met, after an interchange of ideas with refer- 
ence to the various aspects of the commercial 
relations between the two countries, and moti- 
vated by the desire to increase and affirm such 
relations, have verified the following: 
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“First.—That there exists positive interest, 
from the point of view of the mutual advantage 
to Peru and Venezuela, in the development of 
a permanent commercial interchange. 

“Second.—That such interchange can be 
effected by reason of the varied nature of natural 
and manufactured products of both countries 
contributing to supplying the respective internal 
markets of the two countries; 


“And have decided in consequence to recom- 
mend to their respective Governments that they 
undertake as soon as possible the careful study 
of all the possibilities of commercial inter- 
change, as well as the most efficacious for favor- 
ing such commercial interchange, and that the 
two Governments continue to maintain contact 
with each other in order to communicate to each 
othe: all pertinent information, coming to an 
agreement with respect to the execution of 
measures of various kinds which would lead to 
a better mutual understanding of such possi- 
bilities, 

“In consequence of which, they sign this state- 
ment in duplicate. 

“C, Parra Pérez 
“ALFREDO SotF xy Muro” 


EDUCATION 


Convention for Cultural Interchange Between 
Brazil and Venezuela 


The American Ambassador at Rio de Janeiro 
reported by a despatch dated October 23, 1942 
that a Convention for Cultural Interchange be- 
tween the Governments of Brazil and Venezuela 
was signed on October 22, 1942. The convention 
was entered into as a result of the Convention 
for the Promotion of Inter-American Cultural 
Relations (Treaty Series 928), signed at Buenos 
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Aires on December 23, 1936 at the Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference for the Maintenance of Peace. 

Under the terms of the convention the two 
Governments undertake to stimulate in every 
way possible reciprocal scholarships for uni- 
versity professors, members of scientific, liter- 
ary, and artistic groups, professional men, and 
post-graduate students. An exchange of official 
publications by the national libraries at Rio de 
Janeiro and Caracas is provided for, and the 
two libraries will inaugurate, respectively, a 
Brazilian section and a Venezuelan section. Ex- 
positions of the literary works of each of the 
two countries will be held periodically in Brazil 
and Venezuela, and each country will favor the 
translation into their respective languages of 
the most noted works of the authors of the other 
country. 


Convention for the Encouragement of Historical 
Studies Between Venezuela and Peru 


The American Embassy at Lima reported by 
a despatch dated November 13, 1942 that a 
Convention for the Encouragement of His- 


torical Studies Between the Governments of 
Venezuela and Peru was signed at Lima on 
November 11, 1942. The convention provides 
for the interchange of professors; for the pro- 
vision of scholarships; for the encouragement 
of travel by university professors; and for the 
establishment of an interchange of historical 
publications and documents and of photo- 
graphic reproductions of the documents, manu- 
scripts, ichonographs, and other historic relics 
of the epoch of independence, under the pro- 
tection of the respective Governments. Both 
Governments agree to conserve and repair his- 
toric monuments and sites and to make possi- 
ble access thereto to coming generations and 
to foreign visitors. 


AGRICULTURE 


Agreement for the Establishment and Operation 
of an Agricultural Experiment Station in 
Ecuador 
By an exchange of notes between the Secre- 

tary of State of the United States of America 
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and the Ecuadoran Minister at Washington, 
dated October 20 and October 29, 1942, respec- 
tively, the two Governments indicated their 
approval of the provisions of a Memorandum 
of Understanding signed on August 12, 1942 at 
Quito, Ecuador, by the Honorable Claude R. 
Wickard, Secretary of Agriculture of the 
United States of America; by His Excellency 
Ricardo Crespo Ordojfiez, Minister of Agricul- 
ture of the Republic of Ecuador; and by Mr. 
Eric F. Lamb and Senor V. Illingworth, Gen- 
eral Manager and President, respectively, of the 
Corporacién Ecuatoriana de Fomento, relating 
to the establishment and operation of an agri- 
cultural experiment station in Ecuador, and 
confirmed their understanding that the Memo- 
randum constituted an agreement between the 
two countries effective as of August 12, 1942. 
The agreement will remain in force for a pe- 
riod of 10 years, unless the Congress of either 
country shall fail to appropriate the funds nec- 
essary for its execution, in which event it may 
be terminated on 60 days’ written notice by 
either Government to the other Government. 


Agreement for the Establishment and Operation 
of an Agricultural Experiment Station in 


El Salvador 


By an exchange of notes between the Secre- 
tary of State of the United States and the 
Salvadoran Minister at Washington, dated No- 
vember 24 and December 2, 1942, respectively, 
the two Governments indicated their approval 
of the provisions of a Memorandum of Under- 
standing signed on October 21, 1942 by the 
Honorable Claude R. Wickard, Secretary of 
Agriculture of the United States of America, 
and by Senor Hector David Castro, Salva- 
doran Minister at Washington, relating to the 
establishment and operation of an agricultural 
experiment station in El Salvador, and con- 
firmed their understanding that the Memoran- 
dum constituted an agreement between the two 
countries effective October 21, 1942. The 
agreement will remain in force for a period 
of 10 years unless the Congress of either coun- 
try shall fail to appropriate the funds neces- 
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sary for its execution, in which event it may 
be terminated on 60 days’ written notice by 
either Government to the other Government. 
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